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3. S The drawings filed on 23 September 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-13, drawn to a polymerization process, classified in class 526, 
subclass 64. 

II. Claims 14-38, drawn to a loop reactor, classified in class 422, subclass 
132. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1 ) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case the loop reactor can be used to prepared a condensation solid 
polymer product. 

3. Because these Inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction 
for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the 
search required for Group I is not required for Group II, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 
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5. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status In the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

6. During a telephone conversation with Attorney Michael Fletcher on June 8, 2004 
a provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, 
claims 1-13. Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this 
Office action. Claims 14-38 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 
37 CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

7. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(1). 

8. The search results indicate the elected group is deemed to be novel. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

9. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Cancel claims 14-38. 
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Applicants have elected claims 1-13 without traverse, thus, the nonelected Group 
II, claims 14-38 are cancel in order to put the elected claims 1-13 in the condition for 
allowance. 

1 0. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Polymerization conducted in a loop reactor with continuous discharge of the 
polyolefin slurry product are known in the art such as Salmon (US 6,566,460) and 
Kendrich et al. (US 6,204,344). However, none of the cited prior art teaches that the 
loop reactor contains both active and inactive slurry withdrawal lines, wherein the 
inactive withdrawal line opening responses to a monitored pressure in the active slurrv 
withdrawal line . 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Caixia Lu whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-1 106. 
The examiner can normally be reached from 9:00 am to 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful and the matter 
is urgent, the examiner's supervisor, David Wu, can be reached at (571) 272-1114. The 
fax numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(703 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 



1700. 




Caixia Lu, Ph. D. 
Primary Examiner 
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